GLOSSARY OF
NAUTICAL TERMS

nth-century lexicons of nautical terms are particularly useful
ested in usage of sea terminology roughly contemporaneous
d of Moby-Dick: Richard Henry Dana’s The Seaman’s Friend
ark Russell’s Sailors’ Language: A Collection of Sea-Terms and
ns (1883), and W. H. Smyth’s The Sailor’s Word Book (1867).
imark in her Melville Sea Dictionary and Harrison Hayford and
ker in the Glossary of the Norton edition of Moby-Dick make
works. The Marine Mammals of the North-western Coast of North
by Charles Scammon, includes a glossary of terms partic-
d with whaling. The brief glossary that follows is a distil-
nitions found in those works named above in combination
re conventional and accessible definitions to be found in The
tage Dictionary (1969). |
n highly metaphoric in his use of nautical terminology,
s “Ahab’s hawser tows his purpose yet” (a hawser is a
r towing). On the other hand, there are instances where
oes not supply a clue to what the word might mean but
e misleading, as when Stubb resumes “his supper at the
le, as in most things, is distinctive in his use of sea terms.
er see how nautical terminology plays out with amazing
ext, I have quoted a specimen passage from the novel after
I have not defined terms relating to the several parts of a
illustrations (beginning on page 655) give a sufficient idea
d probable function of them, nor have I included those
which Melville defines himself.

e stern; coming from behind: “ . . . a shower of outcries
proceeding from the Captain’s round-house abafe
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hip: “Before lowering the bogy for the
i Stl? rtll:: tl’i:es isptaken aft from the tub” (35, 5-6) Chage,
the upper end' ?‘[The carpenter’s] bench was securely lasheq athy,
athv;’:rt,, A:l:::sls the bench was tied down across the ship, 45 opp
S lpS = )
. [509:3]. RS
5 fogo:r:af:i t[o stop what one is do'mg: : Avast Stub.b,’ Cried e
avil;:l ck, ‘let the Typhoon sing, and strike his harp here i, U rigging
‘s » [547:21—22] | b l y .
| l To secure or make fast a rope or l“‘? toi ¢taying pin, or a re
be ;Zr fitted in a hole in the rail of a ship: “ . hardly
belayed to its pin on deck, when [Ahab] stryck the key
orchestra” [606:33-35].
block A pulley or system of pulleys used for
ing: “ . . . the huge lower block of the tackles
whale . . .” [330:12-13]. :
boom A spar run out to extend the foot of a saj]; « ;
boom was now flying from side to side,
after part of the deck” [67:19-21]. i
bow The forward end of a ship, begmnmg where the sides of the sh;
bend toward one another, and ending at the Prow: “Foremos; through,
the sparkling sea shoots on the gay, embattled, bantering bow . »
[184:23-24].

braces Ropes attached to the yard of a ship and by means of Which the
yard is swung: “{Ahab shouted,] ‘To the braces! Up helm!~square
in!’ " [545:1-2].

capstan An apparatus used for hoisting great weights, consis

| cylinder or barrel around which a rope is wound and reyolyeg
of long bars; « + Stubb stoutly i
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ble for all climates and used
for the purpose of finding longitude: « . . . like a patent chronometer
[Starbuck’s] interior vitality was Warranted to do well in a]] climates”
L v IR

d " To spread 4] sail in orde
brace sharper up;

I'to increase speed: “ ‘Op deck there!—
fore The forward

% crowd her into the wind’s eye’ » [615:9].
Partor bow of 4 ¢

{ h ) 4 4 ey v il

are rgefed and ser , , » (560:2-3), v f i e
f“r:;h Tq;ro‘ll'{uplj§gil§ and tie them ¢ the yard: « | | we ignorantly furled
gaff egkl : Qu‘f“’?‘-“‘“ﬁ“& the sailg

. [484:31-32 :
ok; also a ]

A Spar used g o

xtend the top edge of a fore

.~ UPper edge of ,
oat’s crew could only trim djsh ladjust the

ater], by sitting all thejr sterns
le' " [478:12-14],
§ Ropes used to hoist or |

ship’s side: « ¢

i Way the boat gq¢ in
[their Posteriors] o the outer

Wer sails; “Suspendeq from [D )
were two golden.hoops, S0 large that the sailors | | \E,Oz?gi(;lﬂ
securing the top-sail halyards to them” [ 31:4-7),
o To turn a ship into the wind in or

olted to jt. « ‘Is not

] higher than the
edge Pig iron used s ballast and Placed over th
She is ballasted with utilities; not altogether with
nd kentledge” [416:34-35],
oard The left, or
hailed, to tow the v

e kelson planks:
nusable pig-lead -

“The boats were here
hale on the larboard side . . L

[357:25—26].
The side of a vessel away from the wing: “[Fish] are creatures that
arm themselves under the lee of an iceberg . . . [3 34:19-20].
To steer a vessel ne

arer into the wind:
3 @ “point” is 1/324 the circumference
drant Instrument for measuring alti

ongitude and latitude: “{Ahab]
f the quadrant he had th

‘Luff, luff a point!’ ” [595:29_
of the compass].

tudes in order to determin
saw the crushed copper sight-tubes
e day before dashed to the deck”

e

f To decrease by rolling, tucking,
exposed to the wind: “ .
s L [484:32-33),
:gging The network of ropes and tackle used to support the lrnasts
98 : L “ .. . every rec ining
: | the sails and yards of a vessel; €, ; :
::i. ig::.lt;t(;rtedeto his feet as if some winged spirit had lighted in the
iooi " [253:23-24). 3
rgging . . ." [253: “ .. . high above the flying scud and
i . T louds: “ . . . high a 1c tymg
 seud iy Wulld ?{Swf}r:erce floated a little isle of sunlight . . . [45.1_2)
| dark-l‘oll(lslge‘:li(::g (;n the deck to allow water to run off; a gutter:
- scuppers Op

or tying off the amount of saj]
.. we hung there, reefed fast in the howling

ed with no small curiosity a very strange,
“...you I\;V(())Eil;ic:lave S'C?;i?lg along lengthwise in the lee scuppers”
enigmatica 54
[459:4-6].
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aft Toward the stern of a ship: “Before lower
the upper end of the line isptaken aft fromel;ll?eg ttul;)e"boat Rt

athwart Across: “[The carpenter’s] bench was secyr
ships”—that is, the bench was tied dow 3
to fore and aft. [509:3].

avast Command to stop what one is doing: * ¢
buck, ‘let the Typhoon sing, and strike his

. 7 [547:21-22)
belay To secure or make fast a ropeorlinetoa b

elaying
bar fitted in a hole in the rail of a ship: e el of & remoyap

Lo + . hard]
belayed to its pin on deck, when [Ahab] struck t;e }{(e‘;islotetm 5
0 an

orchestra” [606:33-35].

block A pulley or system of pulle
ing: “ . . . the huge lower block
whale . . .” [330:12-13].

boom A spar run out to extend the foot of a sail: « .
boom was now flying from side to side, completely s
after part of the deck” [67:19-21].

bow The forward end of a ship, beginning where the sides of the ship
bend toward one another, and ending at the prow: “Foremost through
the sparkling sea shoots on the gay, embattled, bantering bow , , »
[184:23-24].

braces Ropes attached to the yard of a ship and by means of which the
yard is swung: “[Ahab shouted,] “To the braces! Up helm!—square
in!’ ” [545:1-2].

capstan An apparatus used for hoisting great weights, consisting of a
cylinder or barrel around which a rope is wound and reyolved by means
of long bars: “ . . . Stubb stoutly stood up to his spermacetti supper
at the capstan-head, as if that capstan were a sideboard” [319:4-5].

chronometer A precise time-piece adjustable for all climates and used
for the purpose of finding longitude: “ . . . like a patent chronometer
[Starbuck’s] interior vitality was warranted to do well in all climates
[124:17-19). . .

companion-way Stairway leading from a ship’s cabin to tglff detclfe.
“‘[The Captain of the Town-Ho] called for the, f’teward t;) ring
brass padlock belonging to the companion-way. \“[%7611(; ]]'( AT

crowd To spread all sail in order to increase speed,: . 00.9]Cc
brace sharper up; crowd her into the wind's eye [615(i L o

fore The forward part or bow of a ship: “. . . the fore and m:
are reefed and set . . .” [560:2-3]. .

furl To roll up sails and tie them to the ya
the skirts ofpour jackets into the sails . . 2 [434’31‘32]‘e e

gaff A boat hook; also a spar used to extend the top €Cg

[305;5_6]he chage,
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€ ship, 55 OPpose
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T ail: “With his gaff, the gaffman hooks on to a sheet of blub-

and 8% 7 458:6].

per« ' A[ iece of timber on the upper edge of a ship’s side: “ ¢ , , |

gunw“le s crew could only tr_im dish [adjust the way the boat sat in
boa by sitting all their sterns [their posteriors] on the outer

ter],
the W“‘l.e 9 [478:12-14]. ;
nwa Ropes used to hoist or lower sails: “Suspended from [Daggoo’s]
ha]ynrd; Eitno golden hoops, so large that the sailors . . ., would talk
ears

he top-sail halyards to them”.[131:4-7],
To turn a ship into the wind in order to steady it and keep it
eave to ale: “ ‘Where do you expect to go to, cook?’ ‘Go to bed berry
sﬂgn‘?;egmumbled. ... ‘Avast! heave to! I mean when you die, cook’ ”
0011,
5323:16—18]-_ g ; :
Sometimes keelson; an internal timber placed over the floor tim-
kel;ons and running parallel to the external keel and bolted to it:  ‘Is not
tl?: main-truck [piece of wood capping the mainmast] higher than the
kelson is low?’ ” [54:17-18].
kentledge Pig iron used as ballast and placed over the kelson planks:

of securing ¢

«She is ballasted with utilities; not altogether with unusable pig-lead -

and kentledge” [416:34-35].

Jarboard The left, or port, side of a ship or boat: “The boats were here
hailed, to tow the whale on the larboard side . . .” [357:25-26].

lee The side of a vessel away from the wind: “[Fish] are creatures that
warm themselves under the lee of an iceberg . . . [334:19-20].

luff To steer a vessel nearer into the wind: “ ‘Luff, luff a point!” ” [§95:29-
30; a “point” is 1/32d the circumference of the compass].

quadrant Instrument for measuring altitudes in order to determin
longitude and latitude: “[Ahab] saw the crushed copper sight-tubes
of the quadrant he had the day before dashed to the deck”
[563:9-11].

reef To decrease by rolling, tucking, or tying off the amount of sail
exposed to the wind: “ . . . we hung there, reefed fast in the howling

: 8_ale. .. [484:32-33).

"88ng  The network of ropes and tackle used to support the masts
and control the sails and yards of a vessel: “ . . . every reclining

mariner started to his feet as if some winged spirit had lighted in the

scu:liggingl. - [253:23-24),
darl;r hin, wind-driven clouds: “ . . . high above the flying scud il
-1

seup olling CIlouds, there floated a little isle of sunlight . . .” [45:1-2].
iy Opening on the deck to allow water to run off; a gutter:
er;i. : You wou}d have scanned with no small curiosity a very strange,
[455:2?1}:]:.21 object . . . lying along lengthwise in the lee scuppers”
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[l hatchway in the deck: “All night a wide-awa}
fficers . . - especially about the forec ake
" [276:6-8]- astle
in such a way that the sail flutters in ]
brace up! Shiver her!—shiver he:.}'l,e,""[/in .

‘ " 595,

Wat(‘.h

scuttle A sma
Scutt]q

was kept by all the o
and fore hatchway . -
shiver To trim the sail
« {{ard down the helm!—

36-37].
ing from each masthead to the ship’s sides
to SUp.

shrouds Ropes extend
port the mast: « . with one hand grasping a shr
_2].8 oud, [Ahab] orq

Starbuck to send everybody aft” [175:1
starboard Facing forward, the right side of a ship: “ ‘And
sticking in near [the whale’s] starboard fin’ ” [478:19]. harpoqns
strike  To lower: «¢ . this brain-truck of mine now sails am;
cloqd-scud. Shall I strike that?’ ” [553:14-16]. S amid the
transom A beam fastened to the sternpost of a shi
iy p and someti
as a seat: “[Bildad] sat down agai imes used
[87:9-10]. gain on the transom very quietly , , »
weather Pertaining to the side of the shi f
. ship toward the wind: «
three points off the weather bow, A i e
[615:4-5]. w, Ahab descried the spout again ., »
Yal‘: sai[l\- l‘?flg spar hung at right angles to the mast to support and !
[5793 . . . run, men, now, and stand by to square in th e
. ] e yardS, w3
yaw A deviation from the inte
KQ nded course: “ . . . lon
Ziesls(el was in view, she was seen to yaw hither and %h?:hthe o
ark spot . . . on the sea” [579:16-18]. o at el

ered
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FORECASTLE / WALST /
Timber Heads
‘

Sperm -tooth Pins @ech‘aWhaler

= TR
Implements
1. Oar 2. Boat-waif 3. Boat-fook 4. Paddle 5. Boat-sails 6. cheping—[ine-ﬁuoy

8. Chock-pin 9. Short-warp 10. Boat-piggin 11 Boat-keg 12. Lantern-key 13. Swee

15. Lance-warp  le. Boat-grapne[ 17. Boat-knife
22. Nipper  23. Boat-crotch  24. Boat-compass 25. Boat-anchor

fonging to a Whale Qiat

7. Lead to chcping—[ine
pin_q—[inc 14. Boat-hatchet

18. Fog-horn 19. Line-tub  20. Boat-bucket 21. Drag
26. Row-lock  27. Tub-oar-crotch




TOGGEL HARPOON

ONE-FLUED HARPOON

-y HAND LANCE

[mp[ements Used in Trying-out the Whale  Implements Used in Cutting-in a Whale

& r——— e
HEAD SPADE

B

CUTTING SPADE

GAFF
\ \ R = e v ~Y 2
BLUBBER PIKE

BOARDING KNIFE

SHEATH

FIRE-PIKE

Right Whale

Diagram Showing the Manner of Cutting-in the Bowhead and




